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1. Response #1 “Crisis Management”


I agree with Joe Klein. Even before reading this article, I felt the McCain was getting more aggressive (keeping in mind aggressive is different from assertive). I noticed McCain’s aggressiveness while watching parts of the last debate. According to Klein, this aggressiveness has been apparent before the debate and it’s due to his position in the polls. I think that McCain’s aggressiveness makes Obama’s calmness more noticeable. If McCain is aggressive now with the economy issue and the election he is trying to win, what can we expect from him if he has to face the challenges of presidency?

2. Response #2 “The Forgotten Plague”


Even though as Americans we know we are lucky, I don’t think we truly understand how lucky we are. The way other countries have to deal with tuberculosis while we can cure it is an example of the uneven distribution of wealth. Not only do poorer countries have to deal with tuberculosis but the illness is developing into a drug resistant form of it’s self. I think we need to do something big to change this, something bigger than just a few organizations trying to make a difference. If we let this spread more we might regret not helping. 

3. Response #3 “Heeling Power.”


It is ridiculous what women go though to look good. As nice as high heels may look, I don’t think gambling with health is worth it. I’m guessing high heels are so popular that now there are classes that teach women how to walk in them. Women who feel heels give them a sense of authority and femininity she obtain this by confidence and their demeanor, not by their shoes. Personally I prefer to save myself some embarrassment and use flats.      
  

4. Response #4 “King of the Hill.”


It is amazing how an art of thousands of years still has room to develop. To me, architecture is an art that surpasses appearances and digs into practicality. I’m guessing architecture is going green too. The architect Renzo Piano has the idea of incorporating a nature theme and at the same time it is cooling and heating efficient. I’m in awe how a person is capable of creating something functional and yet it is unique in appearance. 

5. Response #5 “Real Patriots Don’t Spend.”


Topics like saving are why I don’t like phrases like “live today as if it were the last.” People use this phrase as an excuse to buy everything and not save. I think saving is important because it prepares you for any possibilities of the future. Spending money should be done responsibly; no one should drown in debt. I understand that we want nice things but it is for the best that we have self control.

Newspaper Articles        
6. Response #1 “College Board Will Offer a New Test Next Fall”

I don’t see the need for another standardized test. Why can’t they let eighth-graders just be kids and avoid stress? I think school is very important but a test should not define a person. I think College Board is promoting competition to get into college too early on and children as well as parents might start getting the idea that standardized tests can be the end of the world if the results are not the expected ones.    
7. Response #2 “With Free Bikes, Challenging Car Culture on Campus”


Biking on campus can help solve a few problems at once, traffic, pollution, and obesity. I like the idea that some schools give the bikes to their freshmen rather than having them pay for it. Unfortunately it has been a success in all schools but the pros outweigh the cons. I think it will work perfectly in states like Florida because the weather doesn’t get too cold. If big colleges like Harvard do this almost every college in the country will follow suit. 

8. Response #3 “Safety Concerns Eclipse Civic Lessons as Schools Cancel Classes on Election Day “


To me cancelling classes on Election Day isn’t a shock. In fact, when I used to live in New York classes were cancelled on Election Day and when I moved I thought it was strange that classes weren’t cancelled. I think using a school as a place to vote is perfect but it is more of a relief it classes are cancelled. It seems that the world gets worse with each day and no one wants their child to be the next victim. For safety reasons, school should be cancelled on Election Day.

9. Response #4 “Is Anyone Buying the Googlephone?”


I thought the Googlephone was going to make a bigger splash. Lately it seems that anything related to Google has a great idea behind it but it everything is going to be like the selling of the phone then progress won’t be made. Considering the state of things and the economy, I think it was bad timing in releasing a phone. Hopefully a precedent will not be set by this because I think Google can be promising. 

10. Response #5 “Climate Campaigners Were on Terrorist List” 

My take on this is anything can make you a terrorist. I guess we are in the equivalent of the McCarthy era and no one told me. It is an outrage that environmentalists are classified as terrorists when they don’t have a criminal record. The only thing against them is they participated in civil disobedience. Struggling to ensure a decent future for the Earth and its inhabitants is very different than fighting to instill fear in people.      
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